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CHAPTER NEWS
Erin Tiell

We are sad to announce that Erin Tiell has resigned her position at the Putnam County Red Cross to take a full-time position in Ann Arbor, Michigan. While we congratulate Erin on her career advancement, we will miss her greatly in the office. We wish her good luck and happiness in this new change in her life.
Donkey Basketball

Donkey basketball, held on February 13, was a big success. Everyone in attendance had a wonderful time—especially the donkeys, it seems! Thanks to all who attended, sold tickets, and volunteered to help with all the festivities. Your Red Cross is very grateful!
Cookbook
Our Putnam County Chapter cookbook is now available for purchase. At only $6.00 a copy, it’s a real bargain! Looking through the recipes, my mouth begins to water and I can’t wait to try many of them. These books will make great gifts throughout the year. 

Chicken Barbecue

Our annual chicken barbecue will be held on Sunday, March 20, from 11:00-1:30 at the Ottawa Senior Citizens Center. Ted’s Market will be preparing the food again this year, and we will have apple and cherry pie for additional purchase. If you participated last year, you will recall how delicious this meal was, so buy your tickets early. They can be purchased from any board member or at the Red Cross office. 

Volunteer Recognition and Annual Board Meeting

The annual volunteer recognition dinner and annual board meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 18 at 6:30. The location is at the Ottawa Eagles. June Gerdeman will be preparing the meal. . 
MILITARY SERVICES
Packages

We continue to assist military families with emergencies and have sent some packages out. 
We are looking for updated addresses so we can send packages overseas as well to better assist us in  contacting the personnel in case of an emergency. Peg has been making calls for this, so, if you know someone that is in the military, please call the office with the address. 
We have posted a list of items that can be included in packages for the military on our Military Services page on our website. Please check the list if you wish to donate items for care packages to be sent to military personnel.

BLOOD SERVICES
Blood Quotas
Monthly quota for our Chapter:  191
Blood Donations for 2009-10

July Total Productive Units    163


Aug. Total Productive Units   202            


Sept. Total Productive Units  156              
Oct. Total Productive Units    219
Nov. Total Productive Units   213            

Dec. Total Productive Units   261     
Jan. Total Productive Units      95     

Feb. Total Productive Units   
March Productive Units
    
            
Apr. Total Productive Units   

May Productive Units  
   

          June Total Productive Units   

Total collected for year to date:  1309
Goal for year:  2292
In January drives were held at the American Legion in Continental, United Methodist Church of Pandora, and the United Methodist Church of Leipsic. We thank all who participated in these drives, especially those who called, those who donated, and those who helped at the drives. You are helping to save lives!
Upcoming blood drives:  (Note: some of the bloos drives in March and April have had their dates changed, so please be aware of these changes.)
Tuesday
3/01/11
Kalida High School


11:00 pm-4:00 pm

Wednesday   3/09/11
Continental High School

12:00 pm-6:00 pm

Wednesday
3/09/11
Miller City High School

12:00 pm-6:00 pm

Wednesday
3/23/11
Leipsic High School


10:00 am-3:00 pm

Monday
4/04/11
Columbus Grove High School
  8:30 am-1:30 pm

Wednesday
4/20/11
Ottawa-Glandorf High School
  8:30 am-2:30 pm

Thursday
4/28/11
Ottoville High School

12:00 pm-6:00 pm

DISASTER SERVICES
Disaster Meeting

A meeting of the disaster team was held on February 24.  Sarah reported that a new grant has provided us with two new computers. We are aiding two victims from a fire in Continental. One woman was pregnant and has delivered a healthy child. Upcoming events for the chapter were covered, including the chicken barbecue, the volunteer recognition dinner, and Fair Week. 

The Health and Safety Instructor Class will be held on April 9. Anyone interested in becoming an instructor is encouraged to attend. Interested persons MUST contact the office. 
Fair week was discussed. Help is needed for the grandstands on Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday. We can get $300 for this activity, which will help keep the van and the ERV on the road.

The mobile Veteran’s Wall will be at the Rib Fest this summer. We have been asked to set up and “man” a first aid station there. 

The Ohio Training Institute will be held the same week as Fair Week. There will be more advanced courses offered. 

We are updating our shelter agreements. Tina and Mark Basinger are in charge of this. Some shelter agreements did not come in last year, so we are trying to finish this up this year. FEMA and Red Cross manage the National  Shelter System online. 
New DAT members need to take some basic disaster classes. 

The next meeting of the Disaster Team will be held on Wednesday, March 23, at 6:30. 

Disaster Classes
Upcoming classes at Putnam County Red Cross:

Ohio Training Institute is June 21-26, 2011. If anyone is interested, please contact Sarah.

DSHR Self-Serve
Those interested may sign up for disasters for local, state, or national disasters. Some have already done this. See Erin if you are interested or have questions. 

DSHR 

Hurricane season is over. We are on-call for winter storms. If you want to register to help with these, please register at windlemik@usa.redcross.org  You will need to provide:


Name:


DSHR #


Contact information:

Availability:

HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICES AND CLASSES

ADULT CPR/ AED Thursday, March 24, 6:00 until completed, at the Annex Building. 
FIRST  AID Tuesday, March 29, 6:00 pm-until completed, at the Annex Building.
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE Wednesday, March 9, 2011, 6:00 pm until finished (Approx. 9:30 pm.) Entire class must be taken regardless if it’s for a full certification or recertification. Held in the Annex Building.
INFANT AND CHILD CPR Tuesday, March 22, 2011 from 6:00 pm-8:00 pm, in the Annex Building.
CPR FOR THE PROFESSIONAL RESCUER AND HEALTH CARE PROVIDER Saturday, March 19, 2011, 9:00-until completed, at the Annex Building.  
LIFEGUARDING

Wed., March 23, 2011, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., March 30, 2011, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., April 6, 2011, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., April 13, 2011, 3:30 pm- 9:00 pm
Wed., April 20, 2011, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Classes will take place at the Putnam County YMCA. All participants MUST attend all classes.

To register, please call the Putnam County YMCA @ (419) 523-5233.

WATER SAFETY INSTRUCTION CLASSES

Wed., April 27, 3:30 pm-9:00 am

Wed., May 4, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., May 11, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., May 18, 3:30 pm-9:00 pm

Wed., May 25, 3:30-9:00 pm

Classes will take place at the Putnam County YMCA. All participants must attend all classes. Call the Putnam County YMCA @ (419) 523-5233 to register for this course.

High School Seniors Program

We have completed teaching Adult CPR to high school seniors in five Putnam County schools. We have two schools scheduled in March. Hopefully, we will have the remaining schools in the county scheduled for this service before the end of the school year. 
Volunteers Needed

We are always in need of volunteers for our many various activities, including office work and calling for local blood drives. If you are interested in doing this very rewarding work, or know of someone who may be interested, please call the office at 419-523-4810 or better yet, drop in and see us to pick up an application. 

We’re On Facebook!
Come join us on Facebook! We’ve registered with Facebook and are looking for “friends”. Come check us out by typing Putnam County Chapter American Red Cross in the search box. You’ll find updates on our chapter news placed regularly.
Address Updates!
We are updating our address database for the Newsnotes. If you are receiving double copies, please let us know. If you have an email address, please inform us and we can send these to you electronically, saving postage. If you know of anyone who would like to receive a copy of these newsletters, please give us the information and we will be happy to send them either by email or snail mail! 

GRANT

Erin applied for a received a grant from Paulding-Putnam Electric for two new computers and software. One computer will be placed upstairs replacing an old computer which will be donated to Putnam Acres for use by the residents. The jother computer will be used in the office.  
RECIPE of the MONTH
Last month we gave you a delicious recipe for Hearty Potato Soup. We hope you enjoyed it if you tried it!. This month we’ll help you celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with a great soda bread recipe.
3 c. flour




1 ½ seedless raisins or currents
2/3 sugar




2 eggs, well-beaten

3 tsp. baking powder



1 ¾ - 2 c. buttermilk

1 tsp. baking soda



2 T. melted shortening or oil

1 tsp. salt

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease loaf pan (5 ¼  by 9 ½ in. ) If pan is glass, decrease to 325 degrees.

Combine dry ingredients and add raisins. Combine eggs, buttermilk and oil. Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients. Mix just until flour is moistened. Spoon batter into pan. Bake for 45 minutes to an hour or until knife inserted in center comes out clean. Remove from pan immediately and cool on wire rack before slicing.

This is a sweet, moist soda bread. Enjoy! 




















